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The 2011 World Championships held in Disneyland, Paris,  came to an end on  November 13
th

 with a brilliant display of lifting by 

Iranian superstar Salimikordasiabi  Behdad in the 105+kg category.  Also the battle between Zhou Lulu from China and Tatiana 

Kashirina from Russia  in the 75+kg women  category,  both athletes lifted brilliantly, establishing new world records, Tatiana 

snatching 147Kg and Lulu making a total of  328Kg on this final day. 
 

The championships itself set out to break all entry records but unfortunately this did not happen. Almost 730 lifters entered but at the 

end 519 took part in the men and women. Therefore it did not reach the phenomenal figure of 624 lifters competing at the 1999 World 

Championships held in Athens. 
 

Paris did a very good job in almost all areas.  The venue,  accommodation,  crowd,  and  the training hall was excellent.  The fact that 

everything was within walking distance made it easy for everyone.   Competition was very well presented and the only criticism 

which could be made was in the accreditation and finance process where many countries  complained of the long wait. However as 

usual, once the competition started everybody forgot the long wait and enjoyed the battles in both the men and women which the 

competition provided day after day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Malek Chamoun (AUS) in action with 135Kg              Manuel Minginfel (FSM) returning back to form.                 Ele Opeloge (SAM) preparing.

  

     There was some incredible performances. The Iranian super heavy  Salimikordasiabi 

     Behdad  snatching 214kg for a new world record was an awesome performance to 

     witness.  So was the 105kg category battle between  the two Russian champions  

     Akkaev Khadzhimurat and Dimitry Klokov. Both lifters succeeded with 6 out of 6 lifts. 

      Eventually Akkaev  won by 2kg. In addition there was the battle in the 75+kg category 

     between Zhou Lulu from China and Tatiana Kashirina from Russia with  the Chinese 

     setting up a new world  total record  of 328Kg. Whilst Tatiana established   a new world 

     record in the snatch with 147Kg. There were so many terrific performances   in the 

     women’s categories including world records in the 53Kg category with  Zulfiya  

     Chinshanko from Kazakhstan clean& jerking 130Kg. 

      Svetiana Tsarukaeva from Russia  established a new world record in the snatch  with a 

     lift of 117Kg in the 63kg category.   Also another Russian superstar  Nadezha   

     Evstyukhima set a new world record in the 75Kg class with a clean & jerl lift of 163Kg 

World champion  Salimikordasiabi Behdad (IRAN) 

The television coverage on EuroSport was impressive. Congratulations to David Goldstrom on producing such an event. All in all it 

was a true world championships  at its best. The Oceania region was represented by 25 lifters, men and women, from 13 countries.  

This was a record attendance for Oceania.   Most of the lifters equaled their best performances, which was highly commendable given 

that for many of them, it was their first appearance at the World Championships.  David Katoatau from Kiribati was undoubtedly the 

best lifter in the men producing his best ever total in the 94kg category and setting Pacific records in the clean & jerk and total.    

 

 

Oceania Weightlifting Federation   



Whilst in the women,  young Mary Opeloge from Samoa established a new Oceania  senior and junior record in the total in the 75kg 

category,  breaking Sheba Deireragea (Nauru) six year old record by 1kg. The best placing was achieved by Itte Detenamo placing 

10
th

 overall out of 41 competitors  and 7
th

 in the clean & jerk . Young Itte is slowly getting closer and closer to top of the world in the 

105+kg category.    

Obviously there were a few disappointments with Ele Opeloge being one. Unfortunately  she failed with all three snatches on 120kg.   

This cost her dearly. Had she performed  with just one snatch and one clean & jerk,  she would have won two bronze medals.    

 

SHOTS OF THE CHAMPIONSHIPS IN PARIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manueli Tulo (Fiji) with Paul Coffa along side Greece superstars, Pyrros Dimas, Triple Olympic Champion Pyrros Dimas  ( 1992-1996-2000) launches the  

Valerios Leonidas and Leonidas  Sabanis.     new IWF slogan  campaigning  against doping.  “SAY NO TO DOPING” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The unique  opening ceremony of the championships which was very well  liked by the           Disneyland by night .It certainly  was a great experience.  

 large audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itte Detenamo (Nauru) with his first attempt This beautiful  little doll was  seen throughout the event. She    Steven Kari (PNG) with Mario  

on 222Kg. He placed 7th in the clean & jerk  was a breath of fresh air amongst the athletes and officials.         Marieniello from Italy and David 

with his second lift of 228Kg    Her name is Panni Adamfi.        Katoatau (Kiribati) at the Eifel Tower.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special dinner was organized for Dr Tamas Ajan       One of the three hotels used by the organizing committee The fire works were  truly spectacular  

 at the Disneyland Hotel on November 11, for him to    at Disneyland for the world championships.  in the evening at Disneyland.  

 enter the room at 11pm, 11 minutes and 11 seconds. 

 

This is how the Oceania lifters placed in the WOMEN; 

48Kg Vivian Lee (Australia)  placed 22
nd

 with 144Kg total 

 58Kg Maria Liku (Fiji)   placed 25
th

  with 178Kg total  (Best) 

58Kg Wini Jenly (Solomons)  placed 27
th

  with 172Kg total  (best) 

58Kg Seen Lee (Australia)  placed 28
th

  with 171Kg total 

69Kg Hepline Iro (Solomons)  placed 32
nd

 with  178Kg total  

75Kg Mary Opeloge (Samoa)    placed 13
th

  with  222Kg total (Best) 

75Kg Jenna Myers (Australia)   placed 21
st
  with  207Kg total  

75Kg  Micheala Detenamo (Nauru)  placed 22
nd

 with 202Kg total  

75+Kg Tracey Lambrechs (New Zealand)  placed 19
th

 with 232Kg total  (Best ) 

75+Kg   Ele Opeloge (Samoa)   missing all snatches 

 

MEN: 

56Kg Manueli Tulo (Fiji)  placed 21
st
   with 239Kg total 

62Kg Manuel Minginfel (FSM)  placed 14
th

   with 278Kg total (Best) 

62Kg Daniel Koum Koum (Australia) placed 29
th

   with 257Kg total 

62Kg Nevo Ioane  (American Samoa) placed 32
nd

   with 245Kg total (Best) 

62Kg Lapua Lapua  (Tuvalu)  placed 35
th

   with 240Kg total (Best) 

62Kg Stevick Patris  (Palau)  placed 36
th

   with 225Kg total 

85Kg Steven Kari (PNG)  placed 28
th

   with 317Kg total 

85Kg Malek Chamoun (Australia) placed 31
st
`  with 305Kg total 

94Kg Simplice Ribouem (Australia) placed 26
th

   with 340Kg total  

94Kg David Katoatau (Kiribati)  placed 28
th

   with 338Kg total  (Best) 

94Kg Faavae Faauuliuli (Samoa)  missing all  clean& jerks 

105Kg    Niusila Opeloge (Samoa)  Placed 28
th

   with 345Kg total 

105+Kg  Itte Detenamo (Nauru)  placed 10
th

   with 408Kg total 

105+Kg  Damon Kelly (Australia)  placed 30
th

   with 360Kg total 

105+Kg  Danny Nemani (Niue)  placed 39
th

   with 315Kg total 

 

 

SAD NEWS: 

     Sadly  on October 25 one of our regions dearest friends,   Steve Patris from Palau passed away at 

    the age of 55.  

    Steve loved the sport of weightlifting.  For many years he was the driving force behind the Palau 

    Weightlifting.  He coached his daughters Alexandra and Alexandrina and of course young 

    Stevick.  He was also a  Category 1 referee and refereed many Oceania Championships , Pacific 

    Games and International Events.  Steve was for many years President of the Palau Weightlifting 

    Federation.  He  was highly respected by everyone who knew him.  Steve will be sadly missed 

    throughout our region. 

     

       The late Steven Patris 

 

 



 

 

 

    The Russian Weightlifting Federation has informed the world of the passing of one of the 

    greatest lifters of all time Vasily Alexeev. He was known as the Russian bear.   
     

    Double Olympic champion in Munich 1972 and in Montreal 1976,  eight times World Champion, 

    Honored Master of Sports of the USSR, and Honored Coach of the USSR. 
     

    Vasily  Alexeev in his career set 80 world records. He was a Member of the Weightlifting Hall of 

    Fame 1993 and voted as the all-time best sportsman of his country. Probably he was the best 

    known weightlifter of all time in the world.  
         The late Vasily Alexeev 

 

 

    Also on November 24
th

   a very dear friend of weightlifting in Australia,   Dr. Frank Pyke passed 

    away at the age of 69.   Dr. Pyke was very keen supporter of weightlifting.   When the Victorian 

    State Government  established the Victorian Institute of Sport,   in the very early 1990’s  Dr. Pyke 

    as the Executive Director of the VIS made sure that the sport of weightlifting was in the first 

    intake of sports to the institute.  At that stage,  the weightlifting program was one of the leading 

    sports in the VIS.   It had a world class team.     Victoria and Australia certainly lost a great man 

    who was without doubt a visionary.   

       The Late Dr Frank Pyke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From left Dr Frank Pyke at the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona with             The brilliant Victorian Institute of Sport Team  in the early nineties all coming from 

 Mrs  Pyke, Steven Kettner (Australian weightlifter at the Games) the Hawthorn weightlifting club -  from left: Stefan Botev, Paul Coffa, Damian 

 Paul Coffa and the VIS Chairman at the time  Mr Graham Duff. Brown, Steven Kettner,  Brian McNicoll, Stephen Haldun, Harvey Goodman, David 

       Doherty, Nicu Vlad, Joshua Brooke, Blagoi Blagoev, Craig Blythman, Ian Russo 

       Charles Garzarella,  Kiril  Kounev, Peter Ikosidekas, Sevdalin Marinov, 

       (The Late John  McNamara) and Martin Leach.  

 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS DATES AND PLACES:  

2012 WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS  -  May 6-18     Antigua-Guatamala 

2012 WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS  September 16-22  Kosice- Slovakia 

2012 WORLD UNIVERSITY CHAMPIONSHIPS November 5-11  Eilat- Israel 
 

2013 WORDL SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS      Warsaw-Poland 

2013 WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS  -     Lima- Peru  

2013 WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS                  Tashkent -Uzbekistan 
 

2014 WORDL SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS     Astana- Kazakhstan 

2014 WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS  -     St Petersburg -Russia 
 

2015 WORLD SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS     Houston - USA 

2014 WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS  -     Warsaw -Poland 

 

 

           Paul Coffa 

           OWF General Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 


